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QUIETER YEAR FOR ABERDEEN RNLI LIFEBOATS

Aberdeen’s two RNLI lifeboats were launched on 36 occasions during 2006, this compared with a record station total of 44 missions for the previous year.  The all-weather (ALB)  17-metre Severn Class vessels BON ACCORD and BETH SELL (relief during the former’s major refit) handled 19 calls between them,  for some 32 operational hours. Local Inshore Lifeboat (ILB) activity saw the 16-foot MARGARET II (and a relief) responding to 17 incidents, these accumulating a combined total of over 31 hours.  Some of these services involved  both the ALB and ILB), with around seven persons being saved or assisted;  very regrettably a number of incidents resulted in searches being carried out for and/or the recovery of bodies.

Welcoming the near-20% reduction in service launches, Rod McGillivray, Aberdeen RNLI station coxswain said, “This a most positive result and I  sincerely hope that the downward trend continues in 2007.  The ideal place for a lifeboat is either on exercise, at its berth or in its shed in the case of the ILB as this means no-one is in trouble.  Despite this, however, we have run a very busy training and exercise programme for both boats, with a number of our people also going on specialist courses down south.”

Maitland Miller, Aberdeen RNLI station operation manager agreed, “We are all very pleased to have had a much quieter year than the record 12 months of 2005.  Highlight of 2006 has to have been the ALB’s major four-month refit which took up the summer months and was her first major overhaul since she arrived on station in July 2000.  Our friends in the Buckie shipyard did an extremely thorough job and the superb quality of the finished project has attracted the admiration of the crew as well as station visitors.  Very well done to everyone concerned.”

“I would like to congratulate the crew for all their efforts,” said Margaret Farquhar, Aberdeen Lifeboat Chairman.  “Also, our team of fund-raisers, as they have worked very hard indeed and we owe them and our other supporters a big vote of thanks.  Well done everyone involved and I look forward to another highly successful 12 months.”
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