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Scottish coastal emergencies on the increase 
New search and rescue statistics show that 2005 was the busiest year on record for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) in Scotland.

The charity’s fleet of 52 lifeboats around Scotland launched a total of 1,016 times an increase of 10% on 2004, more than the UK and Ireland average increase of 8%. Volunteer RNLI lifeboat crews helped rescue 908 people - 73 more people than in 2004.

The busiest RNLI lifeboat station in Scotland was Troon whose two lifeboats launched a total of 78 times. Oban, which had the busiest single lifeboat, launched a total of 61 times. Kinghorn (57 launches), Queensferry (52 launches), Aberdeen and Kessock (both with 44 launches) were not much quieter. 
Some stations saw their rescues increase by 100% or more last year in comparison to 2004. These include Arran, Lochinver, Macduff and Kirkcudbright. 

RNLI lifeboats around the UK and Ireland carried out a total of 8,273 launches and rescued 8,104 people last year – an average of 22 people per day.
John Caldwell, RNLI Divisional Inspector for Scotland says:

‘2005 was the busiest year on record for RNLI lifeboat crew around Scotland; rescues increased by 10%, more than the national average of 8%. Our volunteer crews undertook a variety of roles from helping to deliver a baby, rescuing stranded walkers to aiding stricken vessels in violent storms.

‘As well as responding to the call for help, RNLI lifeboat crew attend weekly training, preparing them for rescues in some of the most difficult and dangerous conditions.  Without the dedication and commitment of our volunteer lifeboat crew the role of saving lives at sea would be impossible.  However to give our crews the best training possible costs money which is why we are appealing to the public to donate to our Crew Training Campaign.’  

To ensure it is able to provide its volunteer crews with the best possible training, the RNLI launched a fundraising appeal last year called Train One, Save Many. The appeal aims to raise £10 Million over five years to make sure its lifeboat crew can continue to save lives at sea as safely and effectively as possible.

Michael Vlasto, RNLI Operations Director says:

‘Thanks to the public across the UK and Ireland, we have arguably the most reliable and professional lifeboat rescue service in the world. The RNLI, which is a charity, invests in designing the most technically suitable lifeboats to achieve faster response time, and in providing the best training possible to ensure those in distress at sea are dealt with swiftly and efficiently – preventing many lives being lost, and saving many from potentially perilous situations by getting to them sooner.’
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Notes to editors
1. To find out more about the Crew Training Campaign or to donate please call 01738 642999, email Scotland@rnli.org.uk or visit www.rnli.org.uk/crewtraining
2. The busiest coastal lifeboat station in the UK and Ireland in 2005 was Poole in Dorset, which carried out 147 launches and rescued 145 people.
3. The RNLI provides a 24/7 search and rescue service every day of the year (to 100 nautical miles from the coast of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland). HM Coastguard and the Irish Coast Guard initiate and co-ordinate civil maritime search and rescue (SAR) in the UK and Irish SAR sea regions. During maritime emergencies on cliffs, beaches, shoreline or at sea each of these authorities calls on RNLI lifeboats, which are declared search and rescue assets. 
4. Information and advice on all aspects of sea safety can be obtained by calling the RNLI on 0800 328 0600 alternatively, email seasafety@rnli.org.uk.
5. The RNLI’s annual running costs are around £119M – approximately £327,000 per day – and, as a registered charity, the organisation continues to rely on voluntary contributions and legacies for income.
For more information please telephone the Rachel Martin (Media Relations Manager for Scotland) on 01738 443255 or 07786 668903
www.rnli.org.uk 
The RNLI is a registered charity that saves lives at sea.





It provides, on call, the 24-hour service necessary to cover search and rescue requirements to 100 nautical miles out from the coasts of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland.





There are over 230 lifeboat stations.





The RNLI depends on voluntary contributions and legacies for its income.








Vision


To be recognised universally as the most effective, innovative and dependable lifeboat service. 
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